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Wednesday 14th November at 10.30am in St Mary’s RC Cathedral, York Place with:

His Eminence Cardinal Keith O’Brien – Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh

Rabbi David Rose – Hebrew Congregation, 

Imam Sajjad – Central Mosque

Wege Singh – Edinburgh Sikh Gurdwara

and others

Full Inter-Faith Week programme text and downloadable colour brochure at: http://www.eifa.org.uk/3.html
__________________________________________________________________
Announcing the Launch of Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week 2007 

CAPITAL LEADS ON ‘INTER-FAITH’ 
Inter-Faith Week 2007 Launched with Bumper Programme

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association is delighted to launch its Inter-Faith Week programme for 2007. This important community work is growing strongly in Edinburgh and throughout the country. 

The Inter-Faith Week for 2007 is the largest yet and includes: conversation events dealing with significant if not crucial subjects for discussion; ‘Meet Your Neighbour’ events including open events at a Mosque, Gurdwara and Buddhist Centre; inter-religious dialogues; highly informative public talks which address and challenge ignorance and misunderstandings; focused events for women and young people; film; school events; storytelling sessions at Edinburgh primary schools reflecting on the ‘Golden Rule’ from all the world’s religious traditions; the Discover Islam Exhibition at Central Mosque; ‘Diversity Game’ nights, and other celebrations. We are also supporting an event on helping to raise awareness and funds for homeless and socially excluded young people: ‘Sleepout’with the Rock Trust. 
‘Edinburgh has the largest Inter-Faith Week programme in Scotland’

One of the keynote events is ‘The Imam and the Bishop’ (Wednesday 5th December 7pm at St John’s. Princes Street). This event features Shaykh Imam Ibrahim Mogra, the Inter-Faith Representative for the Muslim Council of Britain, in conversation with Bishop Brian Smith, the Scottish Episcopal Bishop of Edinburgh (see additional notes to Editors)
Although Inter-Faith Week across the country is 25th November – 2nd December we are offering the largest programme of events in Scotland and our programme runs from 22nd November through to the 13th of December.
The City of Edinburgh Council and The Scottish Government are our main sponsors. We are especially grateful to them and acknowledge their deep commitment to supporting Inter-Faith work.

SUPPORTING QUOTES

Victor Spence, EIFA General Secretary said: ‘We are offering our largest Inter-Faith Week programme to date and the largest in Scotland. There are many opportunities during the programme of events to not only gain some knowledge of the ‘other’ but to meet and discuss our common values, aspirations which in itself will build friendship and trust. We strongly believe that the more we work together, and not just for our own immediate communities, we will create benefit for all. The growth in inter-faith activity is completely dependent on a noticeably increasing number of dedicated and committed people from across the religious traditions and we wish to encourage a widening and deepening of inter-faith encounter and engagement.’

His Eminence Cardinal Keith Patrick O’Brien said: The members of the world’s great faiths need reminders each year of the central mysteries of their faiths through their varied celebrations.  In addition, Inter Faith Week throughout Scotland and especially here in Edinburgh, is an annual reminder to the members of each and every faith that we are on a journey together as human beings during our lives on earth and that we rejoice in the unity, in the diversity which we have already found with one another.  May the programme arranged for Edinburgh Inter Faith Week stimulate us all, not just to celebrate our own great mysteries, but to learn and to love one another more and more”.
Bishop Brian Smith, Episcopal Bishop of Edinburgh said: ‘Inter-faith week is an important period in the life of the City. This year, particularly, it is taking place at a very significant time. Muslim leadership throughout the world has recently made an unprecedented and united call for a meeting of minds, and a working together for peace, with Christian leaders throughout the world. This must be celebrated, taken to heart, and considered by us all at our meetings during the week. And that is only one feature of inter-faith work that shall be placed before us during this time. The programme is huge. I certainly look forward to sharing in many of the events’.

Rabbi David Rose of the Hebrew Congregation said: ‘Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association has a growing international reputation as one of the most highly developed local inter-faith organisation in the world. ‘

Revd John R Smith, Moderator, Presbytery of Edinburgh said: ‘So much of our health as a race and as a planet depends on people of faith working together in mutual understanding and sharing common hopes and values.  The Presbytery of Edinburgh commends Inter-Faith Week 2007 for its challenging programme, and I know that many Church of Scotland members in the city will be giving their active support’.

Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra, Chair of the Inter-Faith Relations Committee of the Muslim Council of Britian said: ‘Contemporary challenges now make it even more critical for the diverse communities of our nation to meet and talk. Those who have done so have been pleasantly surprised to find that we all share so much more in common. We must encourage everyone to take this journey of discovery to better educate ourselves about others. Better understanding always leads to respect and to peaceful co-existence. Our fragile and troubled world has never been more in need of this."
Wege Singh, a spokesman for the Edinburgh Sikh Gurdwara said and gave a quote from the Sikh Holy Scripture the Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji (page 1299.): ‘The Edinburgh Sikh Community wholeheartedly support the endeavours of our Inter-Faith Association and its great efforts to bring about better understanding and co-operation between faiths – a quote from our holy scripture: 'all human beings should be recognised of belonging to only one race, only then can any good result be expected’.
City Council Support:
Cllr Jenny Dawe, Leader of The City of Edinburgh Council said: 'The City of Edinburgh Council is committed to race equality and to promoting and mainstreaming equal opportunities for different faith groups. The Council has specifically recognised the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association as a distinct equality forum. We wholeheartedly support the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in its endeavours to promote dialogue, understanding respect and co-operation between the faith communities in our midst. I congratulate the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in developing this very attractive programme for the 2007 Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week and feel sure it will be a benefit to our community.' 

NOTES FOR EDITORS
Background

In recent years Inter-Faith activities and events have been growing in Edinburgh and throughout Scotland. The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association, now in its 18th year, has become one of the mostly highly regarded local Inter-Faith organisations in the world: its experience and growing expertise are in demand not only from other inter-faith organisations around the world but also from governments, local authorities, health providers, police, educators and other institutions.
In recent years the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association has organised visits to Edinburgh and Scotland by significant Religious and Spiritual such as His Holiness the Dalai Lama, The Venerable Thich Nhat Hanh, His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, His Holiness Sri Chidanand Saraswatiji, Archbishop Elias Chacour, Jean Vanier, Dadi Janki BK, Sister Jayanti BK, Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh Ji, Prof Rajmohan Gandhi, Bishop Kallistios Ware, Imam Sajid, Chief Rabbi David Rosen, Her Holiness Sai Maa Lakshmi Devi, Prof Tariq Ramadan, Sr Joan Chittester and many others.

HIGHLIGHTED KEYNOTE EVENT: (Referred to in main release above)
THE BISHOP AND THE IMAM

A Muslim Christian Dialogue and A Meeting of Hearts and Mind 

Wednesday 5th December@ 7pm (free), St John’s Church, Princes Street


In early October, 138 Islamic Scholars from around the world signed a letter addressed to Christian Leaders calling for a deepening of dialogue, understanding and co-operation for the good of the global community. This meeting of hearts and minds is a response by Bishop Brian Smith, The Episcopal Bishop of Edinburgh to that call. Bishop Brian will be in conversation with Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra. 

Shaykh Ibrahim is an Imam in Leicester, Chair of the high profile Masjid and Community Affairs Committee and Inter-Faith Representative of the Muslim Council of Britain. He has been trained in Classical Theology and the traditional sciences of Islam. He holds religious credentials from Dar-ul-Uloom, Holcombe as well as advanced theological qualifications from the world famous Al-Azhar University in Cairo. In addition, Shaykh Ibrahim is one of an emerging generation of theological leaders and Muslim Imams who seek to project a new understanding of Islam in the United Kingdom. 

Brian Smith taught theology at Cuddesdon College, Oxford and later was responsible for ministerial training of clergy and laity in the Diocese of Halifax. He was Archdeacon of Craven in Bradford Diocese before becoming Bishop of Tonbridge in 1993. In 2001 he was elected Bishop of Edinburgh. As Bishop of Edinburgh he has developed a strong interest and deepening commitment to inter-faith work.

SPONSORS AND SUPPORT:

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week is sponsored by the Scottish Government, City of Edinburgh Council, The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association and the main faith communities of Edinburgh.

The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week is supported by the Conference of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders. (see: http://www.eifa.org.uk/41.html) 

Attachments:

See full downloadable programme pdf:  http://www.eifa.org.uk/3.html
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