MEDIA RELEASE

(for use from 00.01am on Saturday 7th February )

Issued by: The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association
_______________________________________________________________________
CARDINAL O’BRIEN VISITS CAPITAL’S GURDWARA
His Eminence Cardinal Keith O’Brien is to visit the Edinburgh Sikh Gurdwara in Leith for the first time on the afternoon of Sunday 8th February. This visit is part of the Cardinal’s on-going commitment to foster good inter-faith relations in Edinburgh and Scotland. Victor Spence, General Secretary of the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association will accompany the Cardinal.
Victor Spence, General Secretary of The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association said: Cardinal O’Brien regularly demonstrates his commitment to inter-faith dialogue and relationship building among the people of all religions here in our city. On this occasion the Cardinal is taking the opportunity to meet with his Sikh friends in their place of community and worship. The Cardinal is demonstrating his commitment to further developing good inter-faith relations locally and globally. 
Victor Spence added: ‘We are delighted that Cardinal O’Brien is making this visit to the Sikh Community during the 20th Anniversary Year of the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association’. People of all faiths and of no particular faith are all welcome to come and join Cardinal O’Brien at the Edinburgh Gurdwara, the Sikh place of worship on Sunday afternoon.’
The Cardinals most recent local inter-faith relations visit in late 2007 was to meet with Muslim friends at Annandale Street Mosque where he was very well received and thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality and the meaningful and informative dialogue. He has participated in other inter-faith events since then including the Conference of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders in November 2008 when the agenda was focused on City Council policies. 

His Eminence Cardinal Keith O’Brien The Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh said: ‘I have been deeply privileged to meet with many Sikh friends in Scotland over many years. I am grateful to have been invited to visit the Sikh community of Edinburgh at their Gurdwara in Leith this Sunday (8th Feb). Sikh’s around the world are renowned for their hospitality and the holy meal or langar; I’m greatly looking forward to sitting with my Sikh friends and sharing langar together.’ 

Mr. Wege Singh, Inter-Faith Representative for the Edinburgh Gurdwara said: We are delighted that Cardinal O’Brien has accepted our invitation. We are committed to building peace and harmony locally and globally and to inter-faith dialogue, understanding and co-operation between the faith communities. Respect for all faiths is paramount for all Sikhs and the Cardinals visit gives us the opportunity to further develop our relations with our Christian neighbours.’
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR EDITORS SEE: http://www.eifa.org.uk 
And for the Edinburgh Sikhs see http://edinburghsikhs.com/Gurdwara
