MEDIA RELEASE for immediate use

Issued by The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association - 23rd November 2008

Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders Meet To Discussions City Council Policies
2008 Conference of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders and Faith Community Representatives
Tuesday 25th November – (9.15am for) 9.30am – 11.30am
Dunedin Room, City Chambers

A conference including 27 of Edinburgh’s religious leaders and faith community representatives will take place on Tuesday 25th November at the City Chambers. This meeting is held annually during inter-faith week in the city.

Representatives of all the major faiths present in Edinburgh including Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Bahai, Brahma Kumaris, Buddhism, Hindu, Pagan, Sikh, and Unitarian have been invited.
The 27 Delegates include Cardinal O’Brien, Bishop Brian Smith, Rev Peter Graham, Rabbi David Rose, Muhammed Aslam, Imam Asim Sajjad, Imam Maulana Abaidullah, Wege Singh, Naren Sood, Ani Rinchen Khandro, Myint Su, Brother Wisit, Vajrahridaya, Sr Louisa Gupta and many more. 
Rev. Donald Reid, Co-Chair of the Conference said: “This conference is a unique gathering of representatives from a hugely diverse range of religious traditions and communities in Edinburgh. A range of issues will be discussed and it is also a rare opportunity for all these religious leaders and faith community representatives to get together and get to know each other better.”
Fergus Ewing MSP, Minister for Community Safety said: “I was delighted to hear about today's Conference of Edinburgh's Religious Leaders and Religious Community Representatives, and am sorry that I am not able to attend in person.  Scotland is a modern multi-faith and multi-cultural country where all people should be able to live together in harmony, and every individual, regardless of background, should be able to thrive and fulfil their potential.  

 

"Events like today's conference are extremely important in bringing together different communities in a common purpose.  We all want to live in a Scotland where mutual trust, respect and understanding form the basis for our lives and our relationships with others.  I know that these basic principles will underpin the Conference discussions, and I look forward to hearing the feedback from what I'm sure will be a very interesting and enjoyable day."

The meeting will be co-chaired by Rev. Donald Reid, Convener of Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association and Cllr Jenny Dawe, Leader of City of Edinburgh Council. 

Cllr Jenny Dawe, Leader of The City of Edinburgh Council said:  “The City of Edinburgh Council wholeheartedly support the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in its endeavours to promote diversity, dialogue, understanding, mutual respect and co-operation between the faith communities in our city.
Positive and engaged inter-faith relations are a significant contribution to community cohesion in very local communities as well as city wide.

This year’s theme for Inter-faith Week of ‘Bringing People Together’ truly sums up what inter-faith week is all about.

We also acknowledge the growing reputation around the world that the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association has for its leadership and innovation in a challenging but essential field of work.”
The discussions will cover a range of issues including the City Council’s new equalities, diversity and human rights scheme, as well as preventing violent extremism, religious and moral education in schools, bereavement services and the city council’s policy on street beggars.
Another agenda discussion point is that this group has been invited to enter discussion with the City Council on developing a range of ‘well-being indicators’ in the city that sit alongside the established economic indicators. 

Victor Spence, General Secretary of the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association said …. “Developing ‘well-being’ indicators alongside economic indicators is an important issue. We are simply not just economic beings. Happiness and well-being cannot be measured in economic terms and we should consider a wider range of well-being factors before charging on thinking everything of importance for our city and the people in it is to do with economic development and monitory or material benefit. There are many important issues here and we welcome the City Council’s willingness to discuss and possibly act on this.”
Other matters to be discussed include NHS Lothian Spiritual Care and the recent controversy relating to marketing methods of the Edinburgh Dungeon. 
End.
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