MEDIA RELEASE

EDINBURGH INTER-FAITH WEEK 2008  -   ‘bringing people together’
23rd – 30th November (with extended programme)
Announcing Inter-Faith Week in Edinburgh, Victor Spence, General Secretary of Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association said:

“The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association is delighted to offer this programme of events for Inter-Faith Week 2008. This varied and attractive programme reflects the growth in inter-faith dialogue, relations and cooperation throughout the city. This growth in activity is entirely dependent on an increasing number of dedicated people from across the religious traditions and we thank them.” 
“The programme of events includes many opportunities to meet other people of different faiths and cultures such as an inter-faith meal, an inter-faith 5-a-side football match, roundtable discussions, visits to a mosque and a Buddhist temple and exhibitions. There are also a number of keynote conversation events on such subjects as: The Right to Die, Glory to God on the High St? the Danish Cartoon Controversy and Stem Cell Research.” 

“There is also the annual conference of Edinburgh’s Religious Leaders at the City Chambers and a number of these Religious Leaders will take part in a question time panel event for schools at Gracemount High School; the theme for questions is: Religion, Science and Ethics.”

“We wish to see a widening and deepening of inter-faith encounter and engagement now and in the future. We hope many people will take the opportunity to attend as many events as possible and that they will encourage your family, friends and colleagues to do the same.”
“It is our individual and collective responsibility to contribute to building a community of respect, understanding, trust, co-operation and peace. Inter-Faith Week gives us the opportunity to reach out to our neighbours with a hand of friendship.”
“The City of Edinburgh Council and The Scottish Government are our main sponsors and we are extremely grateful to them for their deep commitment and support of inter-faith work in Edinburgh and across Scotland.”
Fergus Ewing MSP, Minister for Community Safety, said …..

"Scotland is a modern multi-faith and multi-cultural country where all people should be able to live together in harmony, and every individual, regardless of background, should be able to thrive and fulfil their potential.  

 

"Events such as Inter-Faith Week are extremely important in bringing together different communities in a common purpose.  We all want to live in a Scotland where mutual trust, respect and understanding form the basis for our lives and our relationships with others.  I know that these basic principles underpin the inter-faith week programme, and I look forward to hearing the feedback from what I'm sure will be a very interesting week of events."

Cllr Jenny Dawe, Leader of The City of Edinburgh Council said:

'The City of Edinburgh Council wholeheartedly support the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in its endeavours to promote diversity, dialogue, understanding, mutual respect and co-operation between the faith communities in our city.

Positive and engaged inter-faith relations are a significant contribution to community cohesion in very local communities as well as city wide.

I congratulate the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in developing and offering this very attractive programme for the 2008 Inter-Faith Week and feel sure it will be a benefit to our community.

This year’s theme of ‘Bringing People Together’ truly sums up what inter-faith week is all about.

We also acknowledge the growing reputation around the world that the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association has for its leadership and innovation in a challenging but essential field of work. 
SPONSORS AND SUPPORT:

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week is sponsored by the:

Scottish Government, 

City of Edinburgh Council,

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association

and

The main faith communities of Edinburgh.

NOTES FOR EDITORS -  SEE FULL TEXT VERSION OF PROGRAMME: http://www.eifa.org.uk/ifw.html
Attachments:

See full downloadable programme pdf: http://www.eifa.org.uk/ifw.html 
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