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CARDINAL O’BRIEN TO VISIT ‘NEIGHBOUR’ MOSQUE
His Eminence Cardinal Keith O’Brien is to visit Annandale Street Mosque and Islamic Community Centre in Edinburgh for the first time on the afternoon of Sunday 2nd December. This visit is part of the Edinburgh Inter-Faith week programme of events: (see Notes for Editors). Accompanying the Cardinal will be Sir Tom Farmer who is a keen supporter of inter-faith work in the capital.
Victor Spence, General Secretary of The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association said: Cardinal O’Brien regularly demonstrates his commitment to inter-faith dialogue and relationship building among the people of all religions. The Cardinal is taking this opportunity to meet his Muslim neighbour like many others will hopefully do on Sunday afternoon at Annandale Street Mosque. The Cardinal is demonstrating his commitment to further developing good inter-faith relations locally and globally. People of all faiths and of no particular faith are all welcome to come join Cardinal O’Brien and other religious leaders at Annandale Street Mosque on Sunday afternoon.’

The Inter-Faith Week for 2007 in Edinburgh is the largest yet and includes: conversation events dealing with significant if not crucial subjects for discussion; ‘Meet Your Neighbour’ events including open events at a Mosque, Sikh Gurdwara and Buddhist Centre; inter-religious dialogues; highly informative public talks which address and challenge ignorance and misunderstandings; focused events for women and young people; film; school events; storytelling sessions at Edinburgh primary schools reflecting on the ‘Golden Rule’ from all the world’s religious traditions; the Discover Islam Exhibition at Central Mosque; ‘Diversity Game’ nights, and other celebrations. We are also supporting an event on helping to raise awareness and funds for homeless and socially excluded young people: ‘Sleepout’ with the Rock Trust. 
His Eminence Cardinal Keith O’Brien The Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh and President of the Conference of Bishops said: ‘I have been deeply privileged to have visited a number of Mosques and met many Muslim friends. I have very recently returned from a visit to China where I visited the Great Mosque in Beijing. I am grateful to have been invited to visit Annandale Street Mosque in Edinburgh this Sunday (2nd Nov). I look forward to meeting my Muslim neighbours in Edinburgh during this Inter-Faith Week.’ 

Mr. Mohammed Aslam, Chairman of Annandale Street Mosque said: We are delighted that Cardinal O’Brien has accepted our invitation. We are committed to building peace and harmony locally and globally and to inter-faith dialogue, understanding and relationship building among the faith communities. The Cardinals visit gives us the opportunity to further develop our relations with our Christian neighbours.’
Cllr Jenny Dawe, Leader of The City of Edinburgh Council said: 'We wholeheartedly support the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in its endeavours to promote dialogue, understanding respect and co-operation between the faith communities in our midst. I congratulate the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association in developing this very attractive programme for the 2007 Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week and feel sure it will be a benefit to our community.' 

Sunday 2nd December 1pm – 2.30pm
Venue: Annandale Street Mosque & Islamic Community Centre, Annandale Street
’MEET YOUR MUSLIM NEIGHBOUR’ 
The Muslim Community of Annandale Street Mosque invites all its Christian neighbours from local Churches and Christian friends from across the city at large to visit the Mosque. Visitors can look around the Mosque and meet community members. Visitors will hear an introductory talk on Islam and following an open question and answer time your hosts will offer light snacks and refreshments. This event is also open to all people of other faiths and no particular faith.

SPONSORS AND SUPPORT:

Edinburgh Inter-Faith Week is sponsored by the Scottish Government, City of Edinburgh Council, The Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association and the main faith communities of Edinburgh.

NOTES FOR EDITORS SEE: http://www.eifa.org.uk/25.html
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